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Abstract

What Australian Vets are recommending for desexing cats and dogs 

Results of a survey of vets published in the Australian Veterinary Practitioner, September 2016, and

how to engage with your local vet to reduce unwanted companion animals.

A large proportion of vets reported they would perform early age desexing (<16 weeks) if requested. A

smaller proportion reported they would perform very early age desexing (<10 weeks) if requested.

Anaesthetic risk was a major concern that inhibited vets from desexing earlier. Respondents reported

they would be more inclined to recommend earlier desexing with greater support from the scientific

literature.


