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Dr. Holly Putnam is a 2003 graduate of The Ohio State University. After
graduation, she practiced small animal general medicine in her home
state of New York until her family relocated to Austin, TX where she
worked in a HVHQSN clinic providing spay/neuter/wellness services to
low-income neighborhoods and area shelters. It was during that time that
Dr. Putnam was able to see first-hand the challenges that shelters face in
providing care to homeless animals.
This experience sparked a passion for shelter and community medicine,
which Dr. Putnam has now dedicated her career to. Dr. Putnam worked
as a faculty Instructor for the Shelter Medicine program at Cornell
University’s College of Veterinary Medicine for 4 years before beginning
her current role as Chief Medical Officer for Emancipet. She is delighted
to have the opportunity to care for animals from underserved
communities, as well as act as a resource for shelters and staff.
Dr. Putnam is a current member and former board member and secretary
for the Association of Shelter Veterinarians. Dr. Putnam currently resides
in Trumansburg, NY with her husband, 2 daughters, 1 dog, 7 cats and a
potbelly pig. The entire family, pig and all, will be relocating back to Texas
this summer. During her free time, she enjoys spending time with her
family, fostering kittens and hiking in the Finger Lakes region of NY.

Abstract
Who’s afraid of a tiny fungal spore?
Dare we utter the dreaded R word? Considering its infectious nature, long incubation period and zoonotic
potential, being forbidden to say “ringworm” aloud may be the case for some organizations. Ringworm has long
been considered a nightmare in shelter settings resulting in euthanasia, facility shut downs and potentially
disastrous public relations consequences. However, with the right practices and tools in place, ringworm is not
as scary as you think. This seminar will delve into the latest recommendations for diagnostics, treatment,
management and prevention techniques in order to help prevent you from breaking out into a sweat the next
time someone utters the R word.

