Letter to State Governments

I am writing to request your urgent attention to introducing uniform Breeder Permit systems and Pet Shop Permit systems, and microchip tracking systems state-wide and nationally. These three requirements will prevent poor breeding practices and an oversupply of dogs and cats in pounds and shelters, many of whom have to be killed. 
The Breeder Permit system must:
· Be based on a user-pays system where breeders pay for an inspection by local government officers to demonstrate compliance with a Breeder Code of Practice which must also have enforceable Standards. This inspection must be prior to being issued with a government Breeder Permit. The fee should cover costs of inspection and follow up to check that breeders are complying with requirements.

· Apply to anyone with an entire cat or dog who breeds regardless of the number of breeding animals they have. 

· Put limits on the number of breeding animals a person can have that enables all animals to be provided with clean comfortable facilities and optimal exercise, enrichment and socialisation on a daily basis. 
· Require the breeder to publish their breeder permit number in any advertisements and to the buyer.

· Require all kittens to be desexed prior to sale or transfer at 10 weeks of age. The 10 weeks of age for transfer is recommended by all cat breeder organisations in Queensland and provides extra time for kittens to be of sufficient weight to be desexed.  Exemptions should apply if being sold to another person with a breeder permit. 
· Be consistent state-wide and nationally. There is a strong need for national consistency as animals are bought and sold across state borders. International trading laws in companion animals must also be strengthened so that animals are not exploited to supply overseas markets.

The Pet Shop Code of Practice must:
· Be enforced through a user-pays inspection by local government officers prior to being issued with a Pet Shop Permit. The fee must be sufficient to cover the cost of initial inspection and follow up checks to ensure compliance with the Code. 

· Require pet shops to desex all kittens and puppies prior to sale or transfer between 8 and 12 weeks, to allow kittens and puppies to reach appropriate size and weight for desexing and prevent irresponsible breeding. (Breeding animals should only be acquired directly from permitted breeders who are required to assess breeding animals to ensure they are healthy and not likely to transfer hereditary problems and only sell to a person who has been assessed for a breeder permit). 
· Require pet shops to clearly identify the breeder’s name and breeding address of their kittens and puppies to the public, including breeder permit number, when this is introduced.
· Require pet shops to take responsibility for the animals they sell including a return and rehoming policy and sufficient and suitable space for animals to be held, if returned, or needing to be quarantined due to illness, or getting bigger due to failure to sell quickly.

Microchip requirements must include:

· a requirement that all puppies and kittens are microchipped prior to sale or transfer, with microchip database records to include the breeder’s name, breeding address and parent animal’s microchip number so that the puppies and kittens may be tracked back to their source at any time. 
Where breeders or pet shops fail to provide adequate care for animals under the Animal Care and Protection Act and the Standards in the Breeder/Pet Shop Codes of Practice, penalties must include:

· the payment of a bond for the care of the animals whilst the case is in process, which is forfeited if found guilty. Where a court bond is not paid, the owner should be required to surrender the animals to the RSPCA for rehoming. 

· Prohibition orders to prevent further ownership of animals whilst legal proceedings are in process, and if found guilty of an offence.
We look forward to your development of these requirements state-wide and nationally to prevent the suffering of animals in breeding establishments, in pet shops, and through abandonment and death in pounds and shelters.  To find out more go to www.g2z.org.au 
Yours faithfully,

