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Domestic animal legislation - Victoria 

• Promote: 
– animal welfare; 

– responsible pet ownership of dogs and cats 

– protection of the environment 

• nuisance 

• wildlife 

• Environment 

• Education is the key to legislative compliance 

and maintaining minimum standards in the 

community 



Responsible Dog Ownership Course 
 

• Section 84X(1)(d) allows a Court to order a dog owner 

to attend a training course on responsible dog 

ownership  

 

The Course is designed to give  

participants  basic information about  

their legal responsibilities as a dog  

owner.  



Responsible dog ownership course 

• Free online training course: www.vic.gov.au/pets 

• Provides an understanding of the rights and 

responsibilities of a dog owner  

• Seeks to educate about their dog’s welfare 

needs 

http://www.vic.gov.au/pets


Content 

• The course covers four main 

topics: 

• Section 1 - Rights and 

Responsibilities 

• Section 2 - Dog Welfare & 

Management 

• Section 3 - Dog Behaviours 

• Section 4 - Dog Training 

• Section 5 - Tests 



Supplementary Content 

• 2 additional sections with 

accompanying tests for: 

 

Owners of  

1. Restricted breed dogs 

2. Declared dangerous, menacing 

or guard dogs 



Course Availability 

 

Available in online format for easy access. 

 

The booklets can be purchased through the DEPI Information store for $15 

for a hard copy (including  GST & postage). 

 

The course may be offered in face-to-face format by local government or 

other interested bodies. Interested groups must contact the Domestic 

Animals Unit at DEDJTR to organise a “Train-the-trainers” session and 

collect the appropriate materials. 

 

Persons court ordered to do the course, must undertake the final assessment 

at a DEDJTR location under the supervision of a staff member. 



Council use of RDO 

• Many options: 

• Minimum requirement for owners who have received 

a fine for a breach of the Act 

• Minimum requirement for owners of a menacing, 

guard, declared dangerous or restricted breed dog 

• Offered by council as part of community service 



Online Course for Breeders 

• Similar to Responsible dog 

ownership course 

 

• Course is designed to provide 

breeders with a minimum level 

of education  
– Aimed at new breeders and animal 

attendants 

– Likely to be a minimum requirement 

under revised mandatory code 



Course content: 

• Introduction – why breed 

• Husbandry and care 

• Developing a breeding program 

• Getting pregnant 

• The pregnancy 

• Birthing a litter 

• Raising a litter 



Course Availability 

The course is available free of charge at www.vic.gov.au/pets 

 

The booklets are able to be purchased through the DEDJTR 

Information store for $15 for a hard copy (including  GST & postage). 

 

Persons taking the course and passing  receive a certificate of 

completion that can be provided to council as verification that they 

have completed the course. DEDJTR can also verify completion. 



Responsible Cat Ownership 

• Similar in structure and 

content to the RDO, but 

specific to cats 

• Includes sections on cat 

nuisance behaviour 

• Available late 2015 at 

www.vic.gov.au/pets 



Pet Care Practices Campaign 

• Based on findings of research commissioned 

by DEPI (conducted by La Trobe Uni in 2013).  

• Research measured how well owners 

understood welfare needs of dogs, cats, birds 

and pet rabbits in Victoria. 

• Campaign helps owners better understand 

their pets' welfare needs, including diet, 

environment, behaviour and social needs.  





• Large amount of info available for pet owners at 

www.vic.gov.au/pets.  

• Fact sheets printed - supplied to councils 

• Campaign Kit for local councils – research, 

template media release, ads, web info etc 

• First round of campaign involved print and online 

ads, which increased web visits by more than 

60% during the campaign period.  

 



 



Phase 2 

• Roll out through Vet Clinics 

• 85 Victorian vet clinics now 

display or offer the brochures 

and materials to clients 



Phase 3 

• More species 

 

• October 2015 launch 

 

• Promoted through pet shops 



Other education programs 

• We are Family 

• Living safely with dogs 

• Responsible pet 

ownership 

• Focussed at children 

aged 0-12 and their 

parents/carers. 

 



Conclusions 

Education is the key to steady 

incremental change and long term 

responsible pet ownership 


