


LEGISLATION:

The Bureau of Animal Welfare Is responsible for the
development of the Domestic Animals Act 1994
(DAA) which provides a state-wide framework for
domestic animal control, which is enforced by the 79
Victorian Local Councils.
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LEGISLATION:

Council orders

*\Wodonga, Casey and Queenscliff Councils have introduced
compulsory, cat specific, desexing orders via a resolution
under the DAA.

sLatrobe, Frankston, Kingston, Strathbogie and Pyrenees
have introduced cat and dog desexing resolutions.

23 of the 79 Councils have introduced confinement orders,

varying from night curfew to 24 hour curfew, via resolution
under the DAA.
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LEGISLATION:

Domestic Animal Management Plans

*Every Council must prepare at a domestic animal
management plan, every 4 years. The first plan was required
to be with the DPI Secretary by November 2008.

A plan must: set out a method for evaluating whether the
animal control services provided by the Council are adequate
to give effect to the requirements of the Legislation.

*There are a number of specific provisions required in the
Plans to identify programs, services and strategies to
promote responsible pet ownership, and to address problems
such as; nuisance behaviour, pet overpopulation and high
euthanasia rates of impounded animals.
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LEGISLATION:
Domestic Animal Management Plans

some of the innovative programs identified in plans include:

Annual animal awareness week

*Monthly responsible pet owner competition

*Regional approaches to RPO - including joint microchip days with other councils
*Brochures in vets, animal businesses, community board and neighbour hood watch
*Programs with YMCA and community groups on RPO

sEstablish a 'pet owners code of conduct' targeted approach to known areas

*New pet owner kits and monthly prize for new rego’s

*RPO to Indigenous community

*Council and DAB Workshops (current and prospective owners) — use as rego agents
*The option to attend training instead of issuing a fine

*Appointing specialist cat control officer

«Cat desex month - reduced fee and free rego

sTargeted door knocking — first year of registration free — random rego checks
*Council to develop P&P for how lost/stray/feral cats identified and managed
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RESEARCH.:

*Councils collect a levy of $1.00 per cat and $2.50
per dog registered and $10.00 for every domestic
animal business, on behalf of the State Government.

*The levy funds a range of research projects and
education programs.

*Programs and research are undertaken in order to
better guide Government policy, legislation and
education strategies.
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RESEARCH.:

Previous and current research topics include:

«Characteristics of Pets who Visit Vets

*Children bitten by dogs - precursors study

«Council Benchmarking study

«Affect of confinement on the welfare of domestic cats
*Hospital treated bite injury in Victoria

*\What happens to cats adopted from shelters?

*Review of the effectiveness of compulsory desexing programs
Summary of Aust. research pertaining to cat ownership & overpopulation
*Develop cheaper DIY cat confinement modules

Comparison of dog & cat admissions to shelters in Melbourne
«Community attitudes and behaviour towards cats
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RESEARCH:

Benchmarking

*DPI has recently completed the Animal Control Benchmarking
Exercise for the 2005/2006 financial year. This was the second
benchmarking exercise following the same format as the
previous 2001/2002 study.

*The benchmarking report project identifies a current industry
standard for Victorian council animal management and
provides a review of council implementation of the DAA.

*The benchmarking survey is NOT mandatory and was
completed by 68 of the 79 Victorian councils.

Data collected included registration and impoundment
statistics along with information relating to council staffing,
enforcement and education services.
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RESEARCH:

Benchmarking

When comparing the 2001/2002 data to 2005/2006 data it
can be noted that there were statistically significant changes
that have occurred since 01/02 in the following areas:

*An increase in the number of dogs registered

*An increase in the number of dogs registered at
the reduced fee

*An increase in the number of infringements
Issued for failure to register a cat or dog
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Benchmarking: _
Number of registered dogs and cats
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Benchmarking: _
Dogs and cats registered at the

reduced fee
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Benchmarking: _ _
Number of infringements issued for

fallure to register a cat or dog
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RESEARCH:

Benchmarking

When comparing the 2001/2002 data to 2005/2006 data it
can be noted that there were NO statistically significant
changes since 01/02 in the following areas:

*Registration rates (or reduced fee rate) of cats

Animal complaints

«Cat or dog impoundment or fate rates

INDUSTRIES



Benchmarking: _
Animal compla
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Benchmarking:
Cat and o?og Impoundment rates
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Benchmarking:
Cat and dog impoundment rates

Generally across the State of Victoria:

*A significantly higher proportion of impounded dogs were
returned to owners, compared to the proportion of cats
returned to owners.

*A significantly higher proportion of impounded cats were
euthanized, compared to impounded dogs euthanized.

*There were no significant differences in the proportion of
dogs rehoused, compared to the proportion of cats rehoused.
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Benchmarking:
Cat impoundment and fate rates
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Benchmarking:
Dog impoundment and fate rates
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PROJECTS

*The Community Education
Program continues to distribute
hundreds of thousands of TR
brOChU res th rOUg hOUt the Private Keeping of Dogs (Victoria)
Victorian community each year.

In 2009 we launched out newest
brochures “Are you a dog owner” .
and “Are you a cat owner” that
complement the 2007 Codes of
Practice for the Private Keeping

of dogs and cats.
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PROJECTS:

“Are you a cat owner

Benefits

Cats make great pets| They are quiet,
clean and they don’t need a lot of
space or exercise. Compared to dogs,
cats cope better with being left alone
when owners are at work. Cats prcn-'id-::

and affecllnnate yet can stIII be very
independent. Cat ownership also teaches
children responsibility, and helps them
develop their social and nurturing skills.

Legal e
responsibilities

The law aims to protect animals from
neglect and cruelty, and to pratect the

nuisance or danger

This brochure outlines your
responsibilities as a cat owner. If you
don't comply with legal requirements,
such as microchipping and registration,
you can be fined. Note that there can be

on where you live. Check with your
council to see if they have any local laws.
. N For example, they may require cats to be
Thls brOFhure contains important e | desexed, or to be kept on their owner’s
information you need to know. - property during certain hours.

It also tells you where to find further

helpful advice about cat ownership. 4 ¢ v ‘ Under animal cruelty legislation, if you
il [ I

cat you can be prosecuted and face
fines, jail or a ban on owning an animal.

.

Victoria
The Place To Be

Bl 3
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PROJECTS:

“Are you a dog owner

This brochure contains important
information you need to know.

It also tells you where to find further
helpful advice about dog ownership.

Victoria
The Place To Be

|

Desexing

If you aren't going to breed from your
dog, hawve him/her desexed. You may have
trouble finding homes for an unplanned
Iitter of puppies. This could contribute

to Victoria's pet overpopulation problem.
There are many other benefits of desexing
dogs. Desexed dogs can be better behaved
and less likely to roam. Desexing pets can
also prewvent them from getting certain
types of cancer. Refer to back of brochure
for more information.

In general, dogs can safely be desexed
from three months of age. Talk to your vet
about the best age to desex your dog.

Confinement

to the property

Legally, you are required to securely confine
your dog to the property. This means your yard
must have a closed gate, and an escape proof
fence that your dog can not jump, get under or
through. Visitors must also have safe access to
your front door, without being stopped by your
dog. If your dog could get through your gates
or fencing, you can be fined even if he/she
doesn't actually leave your property.

IF securely confined, your dog will be safe from
traffic injuries or fights with other dogs. He/
she will also be prevented from wandering and
becoming lost.

However confinement without exercise and
sodcialisation can lead to boredom, health issues
or nuisance behaviour - see the next section
for how to prevent these problems.
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“Who’s for Cats”

*“\Who's for cats” targets people who feed, but don’t take full
responsibility for cats — creating a “Semi-owned” population of
cats.

*The campaign attempts to change attitudes and behaviours
through the use of various promotional activities.

*The campaign’s materials and key message (“Are you
feeding a bigger problem?”) aim to raise awareness in the
community about the cat overpopulation problem and the
consequences of feeding unowned cats.

*The campaign asks people to make a decision — either
become a responsible owner, or have the cat impounded.
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PROJECTS:
“Who’s for Cats”

- - aniquFLH

EFE F3Y FEERES
LRSI FOILIE?

B
l. L.& i

JILL STOPPED JUST FEEDING HER STRAY. : DAVE JUST CALLED THE COUNCIL TO -
NOW SHE HAS BECOME ITS OWNER. COLLECT THE THREE STRAYS IN HIS STREET. '

Jill's for cats. Dave's for cats.
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PROJECTS:
“Who’s for Cats”

*Evidence of the campaign resulting in behavioural change comes from an
RSPCA Inspectorate report. The report states that compared to the
previous financial year, there has been a 41.9% increase in the number of
calls regarding cats and that “the increase began around January 2008
and has continued through the “Who’s for cats?” campaign”. In contrast,
during the same period, the number of calls regarding dogs decreased by
5%.

* In the 12 month period immediately before the launch of the “Who’s for
cats?” campaign (November 2006 - October 2007) a total of 24,122 cats
were surrendered/impounded.

*For the 12 month period during the campaign (November 2007 — October
2008) 28,565 cats were impounded. There was no comparable increase in
the number of dogs impounded or surrendered during this period.
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PROJECTS

“Who’s for Cats”
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PROJECTS:

“We are Family”

*The most recent addition to the education arm of the Bureau has been the
recently launched “We are Family” Program.

*The program is targeted at educating new and expectant parents on how
to prepare their pets for the impending arrival of a baby.

*This program is now running in over 60 maternity hospitals and 200 Child
Maternal Health and Welfare Centres in Victoria and is continuing to be
rolled out throughout the State at no cost to parents, hospitals or health
centres.

*The program complements the existing kinder and school education
programs. o

Responsible Pet Educabion Prognam
Kindergarten Kit
A _I"i:p ; h -
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Preparation

Preparing our pets for the baby’s arrival

Introducing the catto the baby

Ciats are less likely to want ta make 2 Tnge Miss of the newhom They may he
curions but will tend to investigat: in their own time. Whils nursing the baby call
the cat and allow it to come 1o you. Do not force it or restrain it as it may associate
the baby with a nezative experience. Allow the cat to approach, if it chooses to, and
smell the baby. Umwrapping the baby’s feetis appropnate for cats too. Throughout
the process it is infportant that you gently reassure and postively reinforce the cat
with praise and stroking. Provide the cat with plenty of opportunities over the first
few weeks to ensure it s comfortable around the new baby.

If it continmes to show reluctance seek professional advice.

Al parents want their children and pets to enjoy a wonderful,
loving relationship. We cannot assume, however, that our pets

i will easily adapt to the arrival of a new baby. Dogs and 3

If you cannot supervise ttum you need_to be sure that you can sa_fel},r sepal_ate them. e R R A S
A pet-free zone for the child, and a child-free zone for the pets, is a great idea. As will offen mean that your pet’s routine and environment will
2 T - an - "  — experience a variety of chanpes. These take time and are most

effective if done gradually and in small pieces. The best time to
commence this preparation is early in fhe pregnancy. By doing
this your pets will be well adjusted and bappy, minimising the

Active supervision is the key ook b e sl e
All interaction between your pets and your baby needs to be actively supervised. e
o Pets and children do not have an innate understanding of how they should behave ot gl i i
Bl Sovement around each other. During the first six months, while your baby is not mobile, your

focus needs to be on ensuring that your pets have no access to your child unless you
are actively supervising.
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SUMMARY:

The Victorian Government (Department of Primary
Industries, Bureau of Animal Welfare) has taken
major positive steps with Legislation, Research,
Community Projects and Education Campaigns;
almed at identifying and addressing the issue of
overpopulation.

More info:

http://www.dpi.vic.gov.au/animalwelfare
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"Animal Welfare - it's your duty to care"

INDUSTRIES



	Legislation, Research, Projects
	LEGISLATION:
	LEGISLATION: �Council orders 
	LEGISLATION: �Domestic Animal Management Plans 
	LEGISLATION:�Domestic Animal Management Plans
	RESEARCH:
	RESEARCH:�Previous and current research topics include:�
	RESEARCH: �Benchmarking 
	RESEARCH: �Benchmarking
	Benchmarking:�Number of registered dogs and cats
	Benchmarking:�Dogs and cats registered at the reduced fee 
	Benchmarking:�Number of infringements issued for failure to register a cat or dog
	RESEARCH: �Benchmarking
	Benchmarking:�Animal complaints
	Benchmarking:�Cat and dog impoundment rates
	Benchmarking:�Cat and dog impoundment rates
	Benchmarking:�Cat impoundment and fate rates �
	Benchmarking:�Dog impoundment and fate rates �
	PROJECTS
	PROJECTS: �“Are you a cat owner”
	PROJECTS: �“Are you a dog owner”
	PROJECTS: �“Who’s for Cats”
	PROJECTS: �“Who’s for Cats”
	PROJECTS: �“Who’s for Cats”
	PROJECTS: �“Who’s for Cats”
	PROJECTS: �“We are Family”
	PROJECTS: �“We are Family”
	SUMMARY:�
	ACKNOWLEDGEMENT:�

