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•Largest regional city in WA
•Bunbury population 30K
•Greater Bunbury population  70K
•Coastal, inlets, forest and rural areas
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Sterilising the Cats
of Bunbury

Targeted Sterilisation Program

Targeted budget sterilisation program
Financial need
Transportation assistance
Cage / Trap use
Home visits
Sterilisation and Chip included
Semi – Owned and TNR inclusive



• Vets: Charge $120 for male / $160 for female cats

• South West Pets: sponsorship of $10 per cat

• Council: $50 per cat ‘Desex in the City’ fund

• Council: $50 per cat normal cat sterilisation subsidy

How Was the Program Financed?



Health 
Care Card

Financial
Need

Stray All others

$10 $10 $10 $60

Male Cats – Castrate and Chip



Health 
Care Card

Financial
Need

Stray All others

$50 $50 $50 $100

Female Cats – Sterilise and Chip



• Limited program to one month only

• Initially capped at 150 cats (164 in 08, 185 in 09)

• Council provided graphics, advertising, media 

opportunities and signage

• Council completed all paperwork 

• Council purchased and supplied all micro‐chips

How Was the Program Managed?



1. Good for the community

2. Good for cats

The City’s Cat Strategy



• Vets: very happy with additional work!

• Council: doing something proactive not reactive

• Public: less nuisance cats

• Welfare: less cats / kittens to refuse / euthanase

• Pet shop: reducing their ‘pussy print’

What Were the Outcomes?
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Preservation of life
Stopping the death penalty 



Cat Strategy
Companion Animal Management Plan
Sterilisation programs

• DeSex in the City
• Cat Sterilisation Subsidy Scheme

Nuisance complaints
• Excess numbers
• Fighting/Spraying/Killing

Foster Care support
Unwanted cats and kittens
Lost and Found cats
Education
Shelter development
Animal Management Officers
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City of Bunbury is committed to promoting best practice animal 
management, providing meaningful assistance to its residents and 

encouraging responsible pet ownership.
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