Progress
IN
Preventing
Unwanted
Animals In

the
Northern
Territory

animal management in rural and remote indigenous communities
caring for companion animals in first nations... and their companions




AMRRIC

7 \1IVIiliI NI N

® Animal Management in Rural and Remote
Indigenous Communities

m National organisation with over 100
members, a board of 9 and 2 employed

personnel
m NGO, NPO

m Key role In facilitating frameworks to
enable animal management in Indigenous
communities nationally




Indigenous Communities (Remoteness Structure)
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Challenges of
the Environment




Urban Areas
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Top End dogs’ role: hunters, house protectors
and companions




AN EIGHT-YEAR-OLD girl
spent almost six hours on the
operating table yesterday

after she was savaged by a
- pitbull-mastiff cross in Dar-
-win’s northern suburbs.




Factors Contributing to
Unwanted Urban Animals

aQ There is an overabundance of unwanted
crossbred puppies bred with Shar Pel,
mastiff, Bull Arab, pit bull, etc.

Local Palmerston veterinarian, Stephen
rvittar Alaime that  F himmtinmna hiraade vwwiara
wutlel, vidlltio tiat Il ridriulily victuos VWeic
not allowed In the territory, the number of
unwanted pups in the local shelters would
be reduced by 80%.




Q High human population turnover re

from short-term and seasonal contracts -

IN mMining and defence personnel.




Darwin City New Dog

regulations

m New by-laws for pet owners came Into
effect on 1st July 2008.

m It iIs compulsory for all cats and dogs to be

registered annually and microchipped.

® The new By Laws include declaring and
categorising dangerous dogs into one of
three categories. This includes fencing
compliance.

m The issue of dangerous dog breeds have
not yet addressed.
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DCC Rangers at Minmurrama Town Camp, 2009
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m Compulsory registration , non compulsory
microchipping for dogs and cats.

m No cat by-laws.




NATION’

DOG BITE
CAPITAL




Dog packs “eating
citizens' is not on




Animal Management By-Laws that govern
pet ownership in Alice Springs were re-
written.

m New penalties for specific offences (dogs
at large, barking, menacing, etc).

® ‘On-the-spot’ fines.

m Registration and microchipping of cats and
dogs Is mandatory.

m Two dogs per household policy.




Alice Springs and Tangentyere
Councils

m Alice Springs Town Council (ASTC) and
Tangentyere Council undertook a
partnership in July 2008 workmg on
Animal Control

m Eighteen aboriginal town
camps of Alice Springs
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m The ASTC has a contractual and 40 year
lease agreement with the RSPCA Central
Australia who provide the pound and
shelter for unwanted animals from Alice

Springs, the AS Town Camps and
Indigenous communities of the

surrounding MacDonnell and Central
Desert Shires.

® A new shelter and pound are currently

under construction adjacent to the pre-
existing facilities.




Current statistics of stray and abandoned animals, numbers re-
homed and euthanased in pounds and shelters in the NT July 2008-
June 2009

No of dogs registered | No of dogs No of dogs Numbers re-
impounded Euthanased homed

9097 (6683 desexed) 55% to owners
20% rehomed

433 to owners
126 rehomed




These not-for-profit organisations provide
an excellent service for the urban areas.

m RSPCA Darwin is a large long-

established shelter and rehoming facility.

m RSPCA Central Australia is also a
sprawling amenity that provides pound
and shelter services - soon to move to
brand new facilities.




m PAWS (Darwin) is a new shelter providing:

- Rehoming for dogs and cats from both
Palmerston and Darwin City pounds.

- A 5 cage pound facility for Litchfield shire
strays.

- Screening and training process for

rehoming animals.
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® hunters
B protectors
B companions
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m members of the family

m spiritual and cultural significance.
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There Is seemingly an overpopulation of
dogs in communities because:

DOogs roam free
DOQS congregate in public areas

Dogs hang out in large social groups
No fences

Humans are overcrowded In insufficient
housing, for eg Maningrida — 20 people
and 5-6 dogs/ house.




Factors Contributing to

Unwanted Camp Dogs

There Is no power to choose dog numbers
because:

m Lack of veterinary services —desexing, etc.

m Lack of understanding by local people of
options available.

m Lack of funding and commitment by
shires.




Responsibility of Animal
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Areas
Under the new Local Government Act
Animal Management Is a core
responsibility of the nine new Northern
Territory Shires.

Each of the shires is addressing this huge
and specialised problem in different ways
and to different degrees.




s+ MacDonnell and

West Arnhem Shires

m have developed Animal Welfare and
Control Programs with AMRRIC directly
assisting as consultant advisors.

West Arnhem has had regular a3
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twice yearly AMRRIC-affiliated
veterinary programs in place in
their five major communities for
3-7 years.







Current Status of Dogs Desexed in West Arnhem Shire

Community No of Dogs %06 Dogs
Desexed

Jabiru 50%0
Kunbarllanjnja 70%

Maningrida 70%

Minjalang 50%6

Warruwi 70%

(West Arnhem Shire Council Animal Welfare and Control Program Framework , AMRRIC
2009-2013)
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m Recently employed a veterinarian as their
Animal Management Officer.

m Proposal to standardise veterinary
services.

plan iIs being
developed.




Current Status of Dogs Desexed in Central Desert Shire

Community Surgically Chemical Euthan
Desexed  Sterilisation sia

Engewala 0 34 41

Harts Range 28 o) 62
Ti Tree 83 0 24

Willowra o) 31
Laramba 34 7
Yuelamu 52 49
Nyirripi 27 50
Yuendumu 0

Lajamanu

(Benning, 2009)
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m AMRRIC and the University of Sydney

provided an animal management plan,
2008.

m No plan in place yet.

m Dec 08/Jan 09 TIS Council provided 2
collars / household, 313 dogs were
euthanased.

m Currently organising microchipping and
registration by Jan 2010.




Tiwi Islands Training Workshop for Environmental
Health Workers, Aug 09




m Rapidly developing rural area surrounding
cities of Darwin and Palmerston.

m Recently proposed Dog Management By-

_LaAWSs.

m Dogs will have to be microchipped, not
registered with shire.




Problems for Shires in

Management Responses

m Attitude of local (and visiting!) white
people to perceived dog overpopulation.

m Funding — or lack of !
m Constant turnover of Council staff.
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K of trained local community members
Ws/ AMOs, etc) to support vet visits

and carry out interim animal health and
community education.




Conclusion

In the prevention of =
unwanted animals
there I1s major

progress in NT urban -
councils and steps
are being taken by =

most NT shires.




Weth thanks,
Jan Allen
Program Manager,
PO Box 1296,

Darwin, NT, 0801

Phone 08 8941 8813
Mob 0438 485 336

www.amrric.org e
info@amrric.org L.
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U f animal management in rural and remote indigenous communities
VL caring for companion animals in first nations... and their companions




