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Why 
Evaluate?  
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ǅIdentify aggressive 

dogs 

ǅAssess quality of life  

ǅProfile personality  

ǅIdentify 

rehabilitation needs  

ǅMatch for adoption  
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ǅSociability 

ǅNew environment 

ǅHandling 

ǅPlayfulness 
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ǅResource 

guarding 

ǅToddler doll 

ǅDog sociability 
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ǅFear tests 

ǅTraining & problem solving 



What makes a good behavior 

evaluation? 
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ǅInter-tester 

ǅIntra-tester 

ǅTest-retest 



ǅContent Validity 

ǅPredictive Validity 
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Valsecchi et al. 

(JVB, 2011) 
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ǅ163 dogs evaluated 

ǅEvaluated 20+ days post-admission 

ǅTested 40 days later 

ǅTested in home 4 mo post-adoption 

ǅRevealed four personality factors: 

ǅHuman sociability 

ǅDog sociability 

ǅPlayfulness 

ǅDocility on leash 



ǅPracticality 



ǅSternbergõs Assess-a-Pet 

ǅARL Boston Match-Up II 

ǅASPCA SAFER 
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Evaluator 

Training 
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Puppy Evaluations  


