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Serious and Fatal 

Dog Attacks on 

Humans 
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The Forensic 

Behavior Evaluation 
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Fight-Bred 

Dogs 
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Test Game-Bred Pits 

(n=106-292) 

Shelter Dogs 

(n=668) 

Are They 

Different? 

Body Handling 0.5 (2/292) 2.8 (19) Almost 

Food Guarding 0 (0) 5.4 (26) Yes 

Bone Guarding 2.8 (3/106) 5.5 (37) No 

Doll 2 (4/196) 3.1 (21) No 

Scolding Person 0 (0) 1.0 (7) No 

Same-Sex Dog 29.8 (86/289) 14.4 (96) YES! 

Opposite-Sex 

Dog 

25.3 (73/289) 14.1 (94) YES! 

Shelter Dog Data provided by Dr. Amy Marder of Animal 

Rescue League of Boston 



Test 
MO500 

(n=292) 

GA26 

(n=26) 

Shelter Pits 

(n=40) 

Body Handling 0.5 0 7.5 

Food Guarding 0 0 10 

Chew Guarding 2.8 0 12.5 

Toddler Doll 2 7.6 10 

Scolding Stranger 0 3.8 2.5 

Same-Sex Dog 29.8 34.6 17.5 

Opposite-Sex Dog 25.3 23.1 10 
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Assessing 

Conspecific 

Aggression 
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Helper Dog 



Fake Dog Validation Study 
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Opposite-Sex 

Dog 

Fake Dog 

Same-Sex 

Dog 

Control 

Object 



AVSAB fighting 

dog video 
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Same Sex Dog 

 

 

 

 

 

Fake 

Dog 

Friendly Fearful Neutral Pushy Aggress Sexual 

Friendly 
13 3 8 0 1 0 

Fearful 3 40 10 2 1 0 

Neutral 7 4 18 5 3 0 

Pushy 1 3 4 0 2 1 

Aggress 1 2 3 18 70 0 

Sexual 16 4 5 20 9 1 



Of the dogs rated as aggressive to 

the real dog, 81% were also 

aggressive 

to the fake 

dog 
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We now test with a fake dog first and, if 

there is no aggression, we proceed with a 

same-sex dog test 



Can Fighting Dogs be 

Rehabilitated? 
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