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Fur-babies
Fur-kids

Companion animals¥*

63% of households own a companion
animal

23% own a cat

Of those who don’t currently own a pet,
53% want to

>90% report being
‘extremely close’ to their pet

*Australian Companion Animal Council:
http://www.acac.org.au/pet_care.html



http://www.acac.org.au/pet_care.html

Benefits of companion animals

General health benefits
Easing loneliness
Recovery from illness
Purpose and commitment
Responsibility




Cat overpopulation

What justifies this term?
More cats/kittens available than homes
Growing feral cat population

Why is it a problem
Euthanasia of healthy cats
Stray and un-owned cats cause problems
Cats are not valued

Cats are prolific breeders
Breeding cycle of cats
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What RSPCA advocates

Mandatory desexing of cats before sexual
maturity (at or before 4 months of age)
Easiest to say before sale or transfer

Mandatory identification
T awareness of responsible pet ownership

Enforcement
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Claims mandatory desexing doesn’t
work to reduce cat numbers

There is already a high level of desexing
amongst owned cats in the community
There is a risk of loss of genetic diversity

There is a risk of reduced availability of
cats

It hasn't worked in the past
Such a policy is not ~
supported by stakeholders




High leve

90% cats

HOWEVERX*:

| of desexing already

are desexed already??

2 year period, 33,700 cats/kittens in
shelter. 46% adults, 54% <3 months

34% of ad
desexed (

ult owner-surrendered cats are
RSPCA Qld figures)

13% of al
549 of ca

cats in shelter are desexed
ts surrendered are < 3 months

of age (50% of these are owned

*Alberthsen, C. et al (2013) Cat admissions to RSPCA shelters in Queensland, Australia:

RSPCA

description of cats and risk factors for euthanasia after entry, Aust Vet Journal, 91 (1-2):35-42



High level of desexing already i’ =

Age of desexing and number of
litters before desexing

20% of owned cats in Australia had one
litter before being desexed*

US study - 45% of female cats were 12
months old when desexed

Claim: number kittens born to ultimately /
sterilised cats equals number born to cats
never sterilised

*Toukhasti, S., Coleman, G. & Bennett, P. (2005) Community attitudes and behaviours towards
cats Report to DPI Victoria




Loss of genetic diversity

No evidence for this

Breeders would continue to breed cats
(including domestic cats)

Cats move between owned and un-owned
populations




Drop in availability

No evidence but perhaps a good thing if
possible!

Decline in cat ownership due to life style
choices and cat behaviours — no link to
availability* “
Oversupply in shelters

*Kendall, K. & Ley, J (2006) Cat ownership in Australia: Barriers to
ownership and behaviour Journal of Vet Behav 1:5-16



It hasn’t worked in the past

Ny hasn’t it worked?
nat measures were used to assess it?

nat could help it work?
Education and communication
Identification
Compliance/resources |
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Policy is not supported by
stakeholders

Which stakeholders and why are they
opposed?

Veterinarians (AVA)

Pet industry

No-kill shelter movement

Some stakeholders support concept - ,.

Animal management officers |
Animal welfare organisations

RSPCA™:




Support for mandatory desexing: general public

Survey conducted in 2009 (1009 responses)

87% support mandatory desexing (only 2%
strongly oppose mandatory desexing)

Reasons:
Concern for wildlife (96%)
Concern about number cats killed (86%)

Concern about irresponsible cat owners
(96%) f EEm——




Conclusion

Implementation is complex and must be
well planned to include education and
compliance

Desexing must be readily available and
affordable

Enforceable and enforced laws send a
strong message about respon5|ble pet
ownership )







