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Dr. Holly Putnam is a 2003 graduate of The Ohio State University. After
graduation, she practiced small animal general medicine in her home
state of New York until her family relocated to Austin, TX where she
worked in a HVHQSN clinic providing spay/neuter/wellness services to
low-income neighborhoods and area shelters. It was during that time that
Dr. Putnam was able to see first-hand the challenges that shelters face in
providing care to homeless animals.
This experience sparked a passion for shelter and community medicine,
which Dr. Putnam has now dedicated her career to. Dr. Putnam worked
as a faculty Instructor for the Shelter Medicine program at Cornell
University’s College of Veterinary Medicine for 4 years before beginning
her current role as Chief Medical Officer for Emancipet. She is delighted
to have the opportunity to care for animals from underserved
communities, as well as act as a resource for shelters and staff.
Dr. Putnam is a current member and former board member and secretary
for the Association of Shelter Veterinarians. Dr. Putnam currently resides
in Trumansburg, NY with her husband, 2 daughters, 1 dog, 7 cats and a
potbelly pig. The entire family, pig and all, will be relocating back to Texas
this summer. During her free time, she enjoys spending time with her
family, fostering kittens and hiking in the Finger Lakes region of NY.

Abstract
Sanitation and disinfection: are you as spotless as you think you are?
Infectious agents are going to enter your shelter no matter how strong your efforts are to avoid it. We know that
sick animals are not happy animals and what a total bummer if animals become sick in your care! If you feel like
infectious agents such as upper respiratory tract infections, infectious diarrhea and infectious skin lesions are a
norm for the animals at your shelter, come and learn about the most current recommendations for sanitation
and disinfection.
We’ll discuss why proper cleaning and disinfection is part of an essential disease prevention program, which
products are effective and appropriate, and methods that can best help reduce the introduction and spread of
infectious agents.

