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Abstract

Everyday Humane Education

Nelson Mandela once said, "Education is the most powerful weapon which you can use to change the
world." This couldn’t be more applicable to the sheltering world. Specifically, humane education is that
which nurtures compassion and respect toward people, animals, and the environment. | think we can
all get behind that, but the thought of adding a new program to an already overwhelmed and
understaffed organization can be overwhelming. Not to worry! What you may not realize is that you are
already a humane educator. Every interaction with a volunteer, a visitor, an adoptor, or a relinquisher
is a humane education moment.

This session will help you to be the most effective when interacting with the public, to assess what
messages you are giving (and not giving), and to ensure everyone representing your organization is
giving the same messages. We will also touch on implementing formal humane education programs.
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Suggested Resources
Association of Professional Humane Educators: www.aphe.org

The Latham Foundation: www.latham.org
Teaching Compassion: A Guide for Humane Educators, Teachers, & Parents by Pamela Raphael, Libby

Colman, Lynn Loar
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