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Abstract

Reduce Your Relinquishments! Tips for Interventions, Returns, and Adoption Retention

You've probably heard it all. My child is allergic. I'm moving and can’t take my dog. I'm having a baby
so | can’t keep my cat. My 14 year old dog doesn’t get along with my 14 week old puppy. We could go
on and on, and I'm sure at least some of you have had a few choice thoughts in the back at one point
or another when encountering statements like the ones mentioned above. Unfortunately, in many
cases, the bond is already shattered and no matter what you do, the dog isn’t going to stay. But in
some cases, the owner simply doesn’t have the information they need. By becoming an empathetic
resource for behavior and training education and support, you might just be able to reduce
relinquishments.

In this session, we’ll talk about how to get them before the bond breaks, keep pets in their original
home, and reduce adoption returns.
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Suggested Resources:

General

General info:
http://bestfriends.org/resources/general-pet-care
http://www.maddiesfund.org/topic-pet-retention.htm
http://www.maddiesfund.org/webcasts.htm

Dog resources: http://bestfriends.org/resources/dogs

Cat resources: http://bestfriends.org/resources/cats

Relinquishments
Changing policy: https://tinyurl.com/yabhadoa
Keeping them in homes: http://chewonthis.maddiesfund.org/2016/11/keep-pets-home/

Adoptions

Variety of resources:
http://bestfriends.org/resources/for-shelters-and-rescuers
http://centerforshelterdogs.tufts.edu/resource-library/
http://www.animalfarmfoundation.org/pages/Adoption-Best-Practices
http://www.maddiesfund.org/topic-adoption.htm

Cat resources: http://bestfriends.org/resources/cats

Adoption Ambassadors: http://aspcapro.org/adoption-ambassadors-0

ASPCA resources: http://aspcapro.org/adoption-placement

Dog resources: http://bestfriends.org/resources/dogs

Open Paw: http://www.openpaw.org

Good bios: https://tinyurl.com/ybt3evv8

Special needs: https://tinyurl.com/ybn7gv9k

Low/no cost: https://tinyurl.com/ycQumerd

Adoption support: https://tinyurl.com/y9knynvk
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