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3 million pets euthanized  

23 million pets in poverty 



Thinking Outside 
the Shelter 

Empower people 
and ALL 

communities  
to keep companion 
animals healthy and 
happy throughout 

their lives. 







Å$24,250 US for a family of four 

(thatôs $32,276 AU) 

ÅSystemically poor versus 

conditionally poor 

ÅHousing difficulties ï 1 in 3 

households rent 

ÅHigher rates of pets because 

they are readily available 

ÅAnimal services resource 

deserts - little or no access to 

necessary services 

Pets in Poverty 



2015 US Federal Poverty Guidelines 











 

New Approaches ï Challenging Assumptions 

People ǿƘƻ ŎŀƴΩǘ ŀŦŦƻǊŘ ǇŜǘǎ 
should not have them. 

Low-income families have pets at 
even higher rates and have just as 
strong a bond with them as 
higher-income families.  

Having a conversation with owners 
of unaltered pets will be 
adversarial.  

Most pet owners are not 
ideologically opposed to desexing 
and are very receptive to proper 
messaging.  

Veterinary care is a fundamental 
right afforded to all pets.  

For most low-income pet owners, 
even the most basic veterinary 
care is cost-prohibitive.  
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Identify a Focus Area 

ÅCommunity 

assessment 

 

ÅIdentify the óhot 

spotô 

 

ÅBe strategic with 

your resources      

 

 

 

 

 

 





Plan Before You Start ï What You Have to Offer 

Å Desexing package ï FREE? 

Å Non desexing medical needs 

Å Miscellaneous supplies 

Å Miscellaneous needs (pet deposits, RTOs, etc.) 

Å Transportation  

Å Inquiries from out of your focus area 

Å Information  

 

 

 

 

 

 


