The Hand That Feeds You

Working with Resource Guarding
In Shelter Dogs
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Guarding food items

A Adaptive
A Normal between conspecifics

A Problematic when directed toward humans




Guarding non-food items

A Also normal

A Also sometimes
problematic

A Triggers 1 fuzzy vs
clear

Photo: Kilby Cottingham



Overview

A What does guarding look like?

Photo: K Suhrenbrock

A Research

A Food guarding in shelters

A Working with food guarders

A Working with toy and chewy guarders
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 look like?



Hard eye

A Half moon of white around eye (Whale
eye)

A Dilated pupil
A Hard stare
A stiff body

A Tense face




Freeze

A Suddenly and without warning

A Not intuitive for us
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How common IS this?

17-30% of English Springer Spaniels
(Reisner, Houpt, and Shofer, 2005)

15% of shelter dogs (Center for Shelter Dogs)

14% of shelter dogs (Mohan-Gibbons, Weiss
and Slater, 2012)
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A Frequently assessed
A False positives?
A False negatives?

A Euthanasia?




Food guarding In shelters

A 92% of shelters assess for food
aggression

A 34% attempted b-mod

A 51% made no attempt to offer food
guarders for adoption

Mohan-Gibbons, Weliss and Slater, 2012
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How tO assess
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A How many approaches?

A Touch the bowl? The dog?

A How many times?
A When do you stop?

AfiLet 6s ] ust see what



ASPCA research

A 96 dogs

A Restrictions/exclusions
A Free feeding, enrichment
A No b-mod

A Adopter Instructions

ASPCA



Results

A Client compliance (crappy!)
A In-home behavior 6%

A Return rate 5%




Center for Shelter Dogs
research

LENTER FUR

A PROGRAM OF THE ANIMAL RESCUE LEAGUE OF BOSTON




Treating food guarding

A Management
A Desensitization/counterconditioning

A Operant approaches




Management




Desensitization and
counterconditioning

A Approach/drop or hand food

A Approach/pick up bowl, add food
A Approach, touch dog

A Approach, touch face

A Approach, push face out of bowl
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Found/dropped food

Deer legs?



Expert tips

A Wait for happy
A Go slow to go fast
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A Body language clues




Case study: Candy

A9 year old Doberman
A Relinquished to shelter
A Assessment

A Training

A Generalization

A Results
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A Adopted after 6

weeks!
e g T ‘% A No reports of
guarding In new

home




Operant approaches: back
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Photo: Aryn Hervel
Leaps and Hounds Dog Training
Novato, CA
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Guarding other
non-food items

Photo: Nina Stively



Factors affecting prognosis

A Number of triggers

A Fuzzy triggers
A Bite inhibition




Location/lap guarding

A Management

ATeachi ng noffo
A Sending away

A Moving dog off lap



